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had of the wickedness which was then generally perpetrated by the
£inge

It is important of ocourse to realize the gemeral situation
in derusalenm during the relgn of these three kingss When Ahaiz
bMe king, we had Jerusalen and Juda standing as it had stood for
over 200 years with 1%s nelghloring nations to the north, that of
Isreals ILsreal was as you knov, made up of 10 of the tribess It
was a kingdom perhaps three times as large as the kingdom of Judas
While possibly not nearly as wealthy per cgplta a;—s't.he Kingdom of
Juda, 1t was nevertheless quite a wealdhy kingdoB and qulte a strong
onee Just north of Isreal was the kingdol ol Syria, north and %o
the easte The kingdom of Syyia with 1ts copital at Damaseus was
a good deal stronger than the kingdom of Isrealy and had often do-
feated it in ware At the begimning of the book of Iziah, we find
Isreal and Syria united together in order to attack Judas Juda is
tius attacked by one nation two or three times as large as itself
and by another nation which is still larger, both acting together
in order to conguer Juda and to put a puppet king on the throm of
Judas This makes a aituation in which the people of Juda are vméy
much terrifieds Iziah feels that they should turn to G.od for help
in thi:s great emergencys. However Abiaz the king 43 not interested
in Gods Instead he tried to play ofl the great powers of the day

against each others £He has his owmn ideas as to how to lead Juda safely

through the troublous water that were shead. OSecretedly ho sends a
nessage to the king of Asyria, the great aggressive power which is
far across the desert beyond Syrias IHe send %o the king of Asyria

_and asks him to come and protect him from Syria and from Isreal, say-
' ing that if he will do so he will pay him heavy tribute and will
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