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the =zarea remains wild ana cesolate. It is given Yrre as & picture of tre eventual
darirness asnd silence of theose great forces and powers which have raised them
selves up azainst God.

The secticn continunes with chaptrr 14, verses 1 to 3,mixEx where we hrve
the joy of God's veople described. God's pmrposes are never purely npgativelg.

They are always positivedx, It is His purmose to establish a people in the world

or His glory. His aestriction of evil is always to make woy for tiat which

Hy

is sood. Here He is telling that the rrascn for fis destrnction of Babylon is

to show His mercy upon His cwn people. They zre to receive great goou. In verses
1 to 3 a laree emphnasis is placed npon m=terial ¥®X blessineas that are to come to
Gou's nerople. Tre statements of trhese three verses would seem to go far beyond
vhat was fulfilled mwt the return from exile in the sixth century B, C. Surely
here we have a pitture orf Elory.which is to come to God's people in future ugrs,
“lory in a material way accompanied by grest spiritual blessings.

In verses 4 to 20 acain we refer to the destriction oiLme auversary, bt here
the stress is not m®mx laid soc muck on the eity or on tie great -rea as on the
individual who is thoueht of as the lender of the opposition. Ceriainly it is not
only Satan with whom we hove to do. it is Sntan and his followers. Satan and those
evil spirits who willinely follow him and also the spiritual forces of wickedness
which are in bis train. In addttion to this there are trose whom re has misled
eqd wio are part of 'is evil force. Lowever, the great center of them is here

; o & e tre kin Babylon. Th icty e i
descrihed unaer the fag’re of e king of Babylon e picture described of

. ] ! s 1 s hi some e n
great pride and hamghtiness and arrogaice is cne which while to scme extent
Y 0 te kine ¢ ylon yet hardly resches the dimensions aescrived Lere.
x%xE true of tie k f Babylon yet b 1; h t  § bed !
It is here the preat enemy of Tod which is describec even though the wora “Babylon'
does ocenr aeain in verse L4, "the king of 3ahylon”.

At the end of verse 4 there is a statement in the Auntheorized Version which

leragts some to think that which b firsheisn at first sight scems to suggest that

it is indeed Babylon itself which is in nind. The English sgrs, "How hath the
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