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observe with great interest thé rapid spread of th? Christien religion.
This progress of the Christian feith is climaxed bj the emperor Con-
stantine embraeimg the falth.

The factual nature of the resurrection of Jesus 1s stressed in the
New Testament. Throughout the books of the New Covenant the fact that
Christ arose from the dead is emphasized. The cardinal fact of the
resurrection of Jesus 1s the unianimous testimony of the Gospels and
the Epistles. These sacred writings agree on the great facts of the
death of Jesus, His burial, His resurrection from the grave on the xhkia
third day. Almost every book in the New Testament k&xx mekes mention
of the great truth that Christ arose triumphant over death and the grave.
In Acts 4333 we read, "And with great power gave the apostles their wit-
ness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus." To the spostles the resur-
rection of Jesus was a xfmix stupendous fact which had all the reality
of a historie al event. The ones who had actg;};lrgeen the risen Lord
were qualified to be messengers of #=mf God ﬂﬁ"pmclaimﬁ with great
conviction and spiritual fervor that God had raised Jesus from the dead.
Since the spostles recognized and understood the preeminent importance
of the resurrection of Jesus as a fact, we are not surprized to see it
stressed in the books of the New Testament. The Scriptures of the New
Covenant set forth with great clearmness the foremost truths of the
gospel, namely the death of Christ on the cross and His mighty triumph
over death when He arose on the third day.

The importance of the resurrection of Jesus as a historical fact
has been recogniged by scholars in every age of the Christian Church.
Duri t ﬁory of Christianity over the past nineteen hundred years
the Iact@:icnriat arose has been acknowledged by men in various

schools of thought. Let us note a few ﬁgamples or the modern recogni-
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