http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Syllabi.htm

=13 -

empty grave, and deleyed the public announcement of the resur-
rection until the fiftieth day, when the decay of the body had be=
come oomplete,” |

Although many in Germany recognized the theory of Reimarus,
some found certein wealnesses in it, It seems to be hardly possible
that such an institution as ithe Christisn Church was founded on &
conscious fraud. Fifty ycars later another champion of rationalism,
H. E, G, Paulus (1761-1851), sought to explain how the disciples
came tc have thls belief in the resurrection of Jesus., Paulus was
the distinguished representative of the rationalistic school in
Germeny. His outstanding work was a Life of Jesus published in 1828,

This work is a synoptical translation of the Gospels, containing e
preface which gives an account of the preparstion for Christ and a
brief summary of Hls history, slong with very short explenations
interwoven in the translation. In his study of the Bible he explain-
ed the supernatural events as simply natural happenings. He held
that the events recorded in the Bible took place naturally. Paulus'

view 1s that the writers of the Scriptures record ectual events,

but they heve given a supernaturalistic interpretation of these

events. He applies his views especially to the gospel accounts of

the miracles. In his exposition of the gospel miracles Paulus
distinguishes between the fact related and the author's opinion of

the fact. For example, he gives a naturalistic exegesis of the
narrative which relates. the event of Christ walking on the water.

The words in the orightnal of Matthew 14:25 “{) e T é“'\‘:""?f" ‘Ze.i\
mean "by the shore" and not "on the sea."™ As far as the resurrection
of Jesus 1s concerned, Paulus has advocated the swoon theory. In

this hypothesis he alleged that Jesus did not actually die upon the

cross. In a stete of suspended animation He wes taken from the cross
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