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And Damasus, who had been the opponent of the previous bishop, his men were
stronger and more tercible and won out in the fight, and he ruled as

bishop for the next 18 years. And the position was one which & carried a lot
of money with it, and much power, and was very much desired. But the peculiar
thing is how today, according to the Roman SkxEkkx Church, Liverius was the
great authoritative leader, Felix was an anti-pope, and then the s.ipporter of
Felix became the great authobitative leader following him, and the supporter of
Liberius became the anti-pope. There were hundreds of people killed, in the
fighting over who would e the succeeding bishop.

Now this Damasus was a very headstrong character, a very brutal sort of fellg
evidently, but he had one very good point about him. He k@axkkx had the good
judgment to recognize the abilities of 8t. Jermme. And he got St. Jerome to
come to be his secretary and he stimulated J=2rome into beginning the translation
of the Vulgate. But otherwise, he does not seem to have venn a man of any outstamnr
ding gonodness. And when Damasus died, he was succeeded by Ceritius, a man of
very different views, a man who looked with hostility on Jerome, and Jerome
found it wise to leave Rome and go off to Palestilne.

(qeustion) You see, that is the peculiar thing about it. Is whoever wins
out, whoever gets the majority vote, whoever becomes the bishop, he is the
ZRkREir authoritative leader. Now, from a human x¥awgixky viewpoint, it must
be & said that it is one of thé things that has contributed to the continuance
of the power of the bishopofRome. That it xxx has not been possible for

a man permanently ¥ to set up a dynasty, or to keep his firends in power. No
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P, no pope has the right to say who hls successous is going tobe. He may

peak with absnlute authority on doctrine, he may remove any bishop in the

rg/Syligbi.h

hurch, he may excommunifcate any bishop in the churchk bLut he cannot, once

dri.o

e is dead, his authority comes to an end, and he has not a single word to say
pvat who is going to Le his successor. And it has occurred repeatedly, even

n recent years, that a man who has been one of the stirongest enemies of the

/wawmam&@m

ope has lbecome his successor, It has happened often, even in recent yesars.

htp

nd the result 1ls that there is a sort of alternation on 1t. Like in those
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nobody knew who had written it, or where it had come from. EHow he was able,
in his 1ife, to take &x up practically every problem people would write him
about, xkx it is hard to say. But naturajly when he ®w saw what Pel. had
done on this, he immediately began to write. to try to bring out clearly
what the situation was as he understood it.

Now the thing came into sharper relief by the fact that in 410, as you
know, Aleric had sacked Rome. And when he came to Rome, there, as he approachegl
many people naturally fled. ¥ Thousands of them fled in great ® numbers,
and they came to Afriea. And among those who went to Africa at first were
Pel. and 8mimx Celedtius. Celestius was the Roman advocate who Pel., the monk,
had converted. And he had not ampmxx only become a clergy Christian under
Pel.'s influence, but he actually and naturally beégme quite a strong supporter
of Pel.'s viewpolnts. And he was a well-trained advocate, and good in pre-
venting things, and so he became even more than Pel, and storm center of the
controversy.

The two of them were in North Africa in 410, this is before the letter
I just mentioned, just before it. They were therein North Africa in %410, and
Aug. was at that time very busy with the Donatist controversy. They went to
see him, but Aug. was very busy and he didn't see much xkx of them. Pel
went to Palestine. xk® And he left Cel. to sow the seed of his views in
Africa. And now Cel. comes before the council in Carthage, before the bishop
in Carthage, and asked him to ordain him as a presbyter. ¥Xmikherxx Pel. waz
a monk, and Cel. had become one, but neither of them had been ordained. And
so he asked to be ordained as a presbyter. And the bishop, Aurelius, had
heard that he was suspected of some bad ideas, and xkakx therefore he asked
a deacon to investigate the matter, as to whether he was worthy of mix
ordination or not. The deacon drew up an indictment and made a list of charges
against Cel., as grounds why he could not be ordained. & One was that Cel.
said that Adam was created mortal, and would have died whether he sinned or
not. More important than ¥ that was his claim that Adam's sin did not

bring any perRXsXRmEEXX punishmant on his offspring. ARamxximmExx Adam's sin
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