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2/18/74 Daniel page 11
come in any further, stay there. And the tide came and came and came until

it covered the bottom of the chair and he got up and got his fet feet wet

and he went back and he said, Now don't talk such nonsense. Well, Neb. had
some tough struggles in his life, and he didn't mind getting a little bit

of flattery now and then. This of course was rather an extreme flattery that
Daniel gave him, that the beast of the field and the fowls of the heaven

hath he given into thine hand and hath made thee ruler over'them ell. And
wherever the children of men dwell -- well of course, Neb. was a pretty power-
ful ruler over the people in Mesopotamia and to the lands to the west of it

as far as the Mediterranean Sea but to the East of it the empire of the Medes
was pretty strong, and also the Medes held a good deal of territy to the North
of it, and Neb. had become king by overcoming the Assyrian empire. He had the
Médes together with the Medes doing a very great part of the fighting. They
had their own territory which the Assyrians had never had and a considerable
part of the old Assyrian Empire so this statement that Dan gives at the beginn-
ing was a wise statement for a man to make to the king. It was exaggerated,
hyperbolic but the king knew perfectly well :ﬁ:% it was, but it was the way
he liked to have people talk to him. He probably got plenty of the other kind
behind his back and itaveraged up more or less and as far as the interpre-
tation of God's prediction to him was concerned the important think is the
last line in this verse: Thou art this head of gold. Now of course it does
not mean Neb. was made of gold, or that Neb. was a head. It means that this
head in this image represents you. Then he says, And as after thee shall

arise another kingdom_ipferior to thee. He doesn't say, Another kingdom is
geing to conquer youyghen if he believed that it would not be safe to say
that. He wouldn't have gotten very far propbably, He wouldn't have gotten a
chance to tell the rest of the dream probably if he had said that. But he
said After you will arise another kingdom inferior to you, and another third

kingdom of bronze which shall bear rule over all the earth. And the fourth
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4/1/74 Deniel 7th lecture page 3
a great truth, and somebody‘ibuld bring up a verse thst seemed to him to
contradéct it, and often he would explain the verse in such a way that it
meant nothing. It may as wsll not be in the Blble. Now I think everything
in the Bible is there_ for 8 purpose. “e should try to understand what it
means but we should nqt:feal.thst_wu have to understand, There are things
that+ in the Bible th&t'ﬁe ﬁilliﬁnderstﬁnd wheﬁ we are in the situation
to which they apply. And that may he a situation in our 1lives; it may be
2 situation in the history of the world. We can't tell how it will be.
Instead of taking a verse er a Iittlﬂ passage and saying, We've get? know
exsctly what this means, let,s ‘take the Scripturc as a whole and get every-
thing we can of what itnﬁéaﬁs,'ﬁnd thanlwe';d through it further in the
light of what we've alréééy;gbt-aqdlwg_;;:::fizcmore, and the next tine we
go through wo understand still noro it we névdr axpect to understand it
all. I think this is very very important in our attitude of interpreting
9,,.,..( ot e
Scripture; but I also think it 15" $e—be rcumembered that God did not send
us out necessarily to teach evarybody to interpret Snrinsture. I think it
is good to teach people to interpret Scripture, hut our primary purpose
is to present the Scripture's great truths. And peobple tend to go to two
extrames. On tho one extreem they present everytﬁ%gg as if thoy knew it
all, and they have the ansver to everythling, and 90% of the people (think?)
ﬂat'k its wonderful, hut 1/1%¢th of the people of or less will find
that there is something he's said that just does nct held up arnd then they
everything
will turn against everyting you say. RBut the cther extreme is to go out and
to trecat  the general public to whom we present th- Word of Cod as if
they were a group approaching it as we arc now, anl say I'm not sure what
this neans, and here therc arce these possibilities, and pretty scon they
decide you den't know e anything about it. So I think we have to keep
sepsrate two distinct activities. Dne is ee detoermining what the Word of

God means; the other is taking the truths of the ¥Word of God and making
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'4/1/74 Daniel 7th lecture page 14
and answered nothing. Then the last half of the verse is particularly ger-
r naine. Again ﬁ’f liigh Priest asked him, and said to him, Art thov the Christ
the Son of the Ilessed? And Jesus said, I am, end ye shall see the Scn of
Man sitting on the right hand of power and coming in theclouds of heaven.
Then the High Priest tore his clothes and said, What further need have we

of any £ witnesses? fo the ligh PBriest recognized that this was a :i;::
to be the Christ the Bon of the Blessed, to hte the God, the divinely
appointed one who should come to this earth on the clouds of Leaven and
set up the permanent kingdom described in Daniel. Thue the High Priest
recognized that Jesus meanf that lle was deity, and also the P recagnized
that this was an event thet had not yet occurred, hut something that would
happen sometime in the future. So we have these two elements brought our
quite clearly in this plctume here in Mk. and smiliarly in Mat.
Well that was #%3% 4 e, No. 3 The Son of Man, Nie+4 Nn, 4, Let's
' examine the suggested fulfillment in relation to ch. 2. We noticed
how the establishment of the Arabic empire, the Islamic empire, could
fulfill certain features of the picture in ch, 2, bué it certainly does
not at all fulfill the picture in ch. 7. Ther we noticed how some claim
that the papacy fulfilis certaini of the elerments in ch, 2, but it certiadénly
does not fulfill the picturc in ch. 7. Then the third, that it is the
spiritual kingdom, the rule of Christ in the hearts of lNis people which
began at the time of Mis first coming, there 1s so much eah that is
figurative in ch. 7 that it wculd be very difficult dogmatically and
iomecdiately to say No, that could not be it, that is to say it would be
about é&:;t in ch. fﬁd; you look at it closely it does net fit. But to
sbsolutely dogmatic might be very difficult if it were not for Jesus' .
quotation from it to the IP. But this quotation in Mt. and in Mk. makes it
"\claar that he was lookigg to something that began with the Son of Man coming

with the clouds € of the heaven. And I believe that most evangelical
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a/8/78 Daniel lecture 8 page 11
this a iittle bit, this division of the kingdom. Now the earliest

that 7 know of who took the hook of Naniecl and drew a conclusion from it
that was not justified is the hook of Yaccabses. This hook of 1 *acc.

is considered an excellent historical book, The R.C."s consider it the
inspired word of Cod. Wec do not conslider it sc. But wc consider 1% as

a good sideseal hook, not like 71 Macc., a ook that we think of as largely
myth and legend. Incidentally TII *scc. historically:u.describes events

before the beginnin* of I wacc. 1 Macc. is ! an atcount af the history of

2P T

Antiochus Fpipaanas,na*kihg 150 YrSs. after Alexandﬁr's timaf and his

persecutlon of thr JéQﬁ*and the way in which thay faught and ﬁained

Iwwv el
deliverance Fvom i!* Tt hegin“ vith thoae words' &laxander klng of
JE T
Macedon, thh:son<nﬁ Philip, narched frem tho land of fhittﬁm; defeated

By Jif..' i alu

Darius kinorbf'Persia aﬂd Media and qe{sttt seized his thrmne heing

— e Chobhulord o ol 6 e

already king of Grrece. invtha nnurse uf nany cnmpaimns hh camtared

qnre e ot aw s vorsl of s

nany+fortified:, ttwant tdwns;rslaughtsrtﬂfkings traverscﬁ Qwe zarth

cEneabn miad Yo gavil sod oo i 5
to its reno*oqt Yo'mds an: wlwﬂdere# innumara*lo nqticnr When at last
g obio. oo zbaeldl o It 65 oagowr T oevs onid ~aodimits built‘
the world Iay u quiet underrh$q rule %dsuprids kﬂek no Thwidas. o deew
S - £ o tied cpatdons and dominions

ap an ﬁxtrcrply poworful1army and ruled-over countries, daminions and nations

Allpaid hin trihuto Yow that is a very rougw statern nt !ctuallf he *as'_
still conquoring up £o htswﬁeatﬁ ﬁerbuilt up:a powerfui army before the |
conguest rathaer than afterward. ™ut then it szys, Theotime came when he
fell i11 and krnwing thatibe was dying he 8y summoned his senerals, nobles
who haﬁ hﬁen brought wy wit% him from childhood, and divided his ewpire among
ther while he HtS’Sti'l nlivo Alexander had reigned 12 years vhen he died.
His generals took over the government, each in his own prbvince. On his

death they vore all crowned as kings and :2:i:* descendants succeeded

ther for wmany vears. They broursht untold wiseries upon the world." Now

that is the statenent in T Macc. That statement is utterly incorrect
historically, becmuse we have very considerable evidence about the last days

of Alexander. We know what his condition was each of those days.
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- 4/8/78 vaniel lecture 8 ' page 13

Now the question is: What about that number four? What are these

four kXingdoms? N Well historically they had no thought. Macc. says that
these four took the title of kings. Alexander died in 322 and it was not
un%til 305, seveantcen ycars later, that anybody except Philip or Alexander
that is the ##¢¢ little boy born of Roxanna, that anybody&was called king
of Macedon, not for 17 years! And 17 yrs. after that there were four men
who took the;file of Xing, one of then lived oanly a very few years after
that. So ynﬁ see tnat tne stateﬂent in Macc. is completely wroq;, But of
course Macc:¢is not 1n5pir~d. 3ut Macc. was taking, I heléevﬁ in Daniel,
and building on it with imnaglnatlo“. Now we have considerable historical
evidence, and we anW-fromfthe avidence that for A nearly 40 yrs. Alexander's
genarals or their sons aft*r then, rought as to wﬁo would control all of
Alotander's ennxre “o one succeeﬁijpsn do1nu s0. In the end there were

re

3 who oetahlnshed themselves in pw#.r OVPT lnrge Secttons of Alexander’s

A0

empire. Tﬁcn tberc uerc 4 ms or S small sectlons of the empire tnat managed

B2l il

to == of WuICh local Greekq oT ﬁacedaninns got power in tnem and ecstablished

T

themselves as lndependent klnvdems. Qo actually you have somewnere between
3 and l&srall kingdoms tist cane oul oz h1s empxre,_and three biz sections,
and four is a nretty valid statement of what happened Eut it is not a

hagpaned -
detailed rrecise statemen&. Fut the 1nterprefers ql] try to find em+

exactly four. You just don't. T think this is quite important as a warning;kﬂ
in interpreting prophecy.

Let me read you what some have said. Here was Hypollitus in
c. the Ird cent. A.D., a great early IChristian writer. #yplHypcllitus
said: For Alexander vhen near his erd, partiticned his kingdom among his
four comrads of the same race, narmely feleucus, Demetrius, Ptolemy and
Philip. Mow Philip was the icdiot half-brother whkom they wanted to take

the whele ewpire, ancd whe actually was kept by cone of the generals who

claimed to control the whole empire and another general got a hold of
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- 4/8/74 Daniel lecture § | page 16

are about a dozen errors in that one brief statement. But he has sinply
taken it over from other commentaries. You'll find most recent cormentaries
that say substantially whit Young does here, and it does not fit the

was s I have described it.
histoyy. The history is what I have described

¥ow just to say a worc about thesc nares. Pe says Macedonia under

Cassander. Vell, when llexender died he had s gcnvral named &nti*kfer whom
he had left in Macedonia as regent in that part GF h1° éﬁplle, and as sooOR
as he died aii ta; grea" Litlﬂs revo;ted, and.1nt1pat9r set to work to #
bring them agaan Lntc lcyalty. So Auti;ater warchcd Jown into Greece and
the leaders of thcbt aga;nst.him“seemed to be it1ass, aqd 1a Athens you

had Aristotie who had taken the s;ae of tle L;n; of Maceden, and you had

Denostienes’ app’* cpposing tLe kx“g ‘0
Tgrest - :
each vas afrald af ﬁhe/fﬁrc& Gﬁ “thk othier side 4RI ‘each of theu killed them-

fuaccdcr,lkﬁé the result was that

selves,so tua of the 1ead1n# Breéks psriﬁhad &t this partlcaiar situation.

HiETO SRR |

But &ntxpatar cunizgradii::sgs% gvegcgaé ome or tyol?fgnr_'i ties, and the
rost the: Grekkl :;cagnlaﬂa '_yﬁntiaafar as! the deant faf the new king.
Antipater u&s kzllad dlthin u fﬁw -61rs -~%§Ivas g'man 81035 in years I
delieve Aﬁymay 4, aJﬂ (ne was) sﬁcceeded bynﬁis saﬁ-cassandﬂr vho ruled

i1 Hacedon mzth cansidarable atrongth fcr ab‘ut 10 years and tried to get
cortrol over tha whale enpire but eventually was kf!led and no descendant

or 3uCCesSsor of his canti1ﬂed at all Sa you see to put uassander in this
1ist is rather ridlczlous. Aﬁd then he says, Thrace and Asia Miner under
Lysamachus. After Alexnnd»r s death, they assigned sections of the empire
to be run by satraps and tﬁz;zgagéks and Macedonians to take these positions
and there were ahout 20 eor of then. One of thear was Lysiwschus who was

seat to rule in Thrace. Thrace is east of Macedon, NE of Creece. Lysimachus
had about 19 yrs. to get control of the region there because the local
tribesmen thervre didn't ---- Alexander had conquered with sore

difficulty. They were'mt very anxious to b2 under any foreign rule. 3But
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and can be completely trusted, The infallibility of the Word of God.

Now within just ths la2st 10 yrs, a seminary which had become known
for its having been formaed to he a great institution standing for the Word
of God, changed its creedal statament'tp do away with its former position,
And it has declared, ¥e believe in the infallibility of the Bible, but we
do not believe in its inerrancy. 8n today, fundamentalists are more and
nore speaking aboutinerrancy, not ahout infallibility. Novx infallibility
means 1t will acecowrplish jts purpése. It will not fail te accomplish its
purpose. Df course, we have an excellent vs, for that idea in Isa. §55:10

and the snow

YFor as the rain cometh down/from heaven and returneth not thither, but
watercest the earth and waketh it hring forth and bud, that it may give seed
to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my Word be that goeth forth
cut of my mouth., It shall .ot return wmto we void, but it shall accomplish
that which I please and it shall presrer in the things whereunto I sent
it.” Pere is Inf2li1ibility! It will accomplish what it sets out to do. It
will not fall,, Yovever, there sre those today who say, It's purpose is
aspiritual purpose. Tt's purnose is te convey spiritual ideas. It is to
help us te grov spiritually. That is its purpose and it canmnot fail of that.
purgese. Rut they say, T€ it talke ahout material things, such as the
creation cf the world, if it speaks of the nature of the universe, if it
spcals of historicel mafters.-:E:::e are not its purpose, therefore we can
belicve in infallihility but #4+ s¢11) find many mistakes in the Rible,

Yoz the trouhle with that statemant is, We do not know what God's {
purpose i=s fully. Yec it Cod's purrose to tell us how to grow spiritually
but not his purpese tn tell us anything ahout His creation of the world,
or abont the constitution of man? Where are we to draw the time? We do not
beliave that we ave able tq determnine God's purnoses, and therefore we

believe that the Bihle teaches not mevely that the Bihle is infallible

but that the ™ihle is inerrant. In arder words, we do not believe merely
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was when I was s body. Words are constantly changing their meaning so
there is a problem to know what the words mean, what they mean in context,
what the expressions mean. When you mean the Rible is inerrant, you don't
mean you can grab three words like the Episcopalt § clergyman who preached
8 great sermon on'lhear the churcﬂ: based on the words in Matthew, ''if they
will not hear the church then treat them as a so-and-so." MNou can't take
three words, you can't take a verse; you have the ¢eéak take the Fible as

a waole, compare Scripture with Ccripture., Study what the words meant at

1

the time they were used. Inerrancy does not meant you just grab something/)

and say, Here we can stand on this; we must take somethin%“fnd inﬂ?stl- J
WLy sy lh 011

gate it carefully. It means tha% correctly interpreted the Bibléhis free

from error. So I have no hesitation in declaring that the Bible is 1nerrant
and T believe we should take our stand on inerrancy which includes in-
fallibility rather than on infallibility today.

Now we look at the next word I have written there, It is the word
truth. The concept which I consider to be represented by the word truth
is a concept that something corresponds with reality. That what these
words correctly, carefully interpreted means, corresponds to what actually

, reality -
is in the world outside of ourown minds. That they correspond to seediepy,

A statement is either true or untrue. The word truth is absolute, A state-

ment is not half-true., Of course there you come into the question of what
you niean by a statemete, Because a man writes a whole book and you say he
::223 a statement on this subject., But if you take a statement and narrow
it down to particular statement about a particular thing so that a ch,

will contain many statements. Each of these statements will be true or

untrue. No statement is partly. Truth is not a relative matter. It is an

hut
absolute matter. No statement is partly true, while a part of a statement

may be partity true and a part false, because it's really two statements,

One statement is either true or false., One statement may be true. Another
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statewent may be false. They be put together into one sentence. But a l
statement 1is either true or false as to whether it corresponds with
reality. When it seys that the Fersian king moved with great rapidity to
the Wese, to the North, and to the Yest, and to the South, we know that
it is true, that ke cicd not crawl along at a snails pace. ile went, He
went fast. He went in those directions. The statement is true., If some-
body says that he conquered this territy in 1S5 yrs. The statment he
conquered would he true. The statement Lc conquered im 18 yrs. would be
false because it took him c. 30 yrs. tc conquer what he conquered. They
would be two statements, each part is either absclutely true or false.

But now we come to a fourth matter. The matter cf cormpleteness. And \
this matter I believe is very irportant. I think it is impertant that we
recognize that no writing, no discussicn of any subject is complete.
Completeness is impossible to im fallible human beings. I would £find
great difficulty of consclence to stand before & court and swear to tell
the truth the t whole truth and nothing but the ¢tttk truth. I.cdhld tell
the truth, I could tell nothing but the truth, but to tell the whidle
truth -- what does that mzan? Does that mean you tell absolutely ovofything
you know. Vary very frequently in court cases it is eventually found out
that some very important factor had not heen mentioned. And ]’ve known
cases where they said, Why did you not say so and so? And ha(said, 1 was
not asked. And there are cases where there are witnesses who have'endeavurcd
to say something and they have stopped him., They say, That's not w you
were asked. That's not the question. Hle's not telling the whole tr?%h. What
is == How can you tell the whole truth? fould one of you tell me av;mything
you have done in the last 48 hrs.? You could not remember it. It wouﬂi be
impossible. You would probably have to write a big book to tell evorﬂfhing
you have done in the last 48 hours. Is there a complete histery of the\US?
Some of the p things people thinrk this yr. are couparatively unilportI
that they will not even bother to write down, are the very things thfr
it
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after Antiochus began this the Jews were completely independent of the
third kingdom and did not coune under the power of the fourth kingdom for
at least 50 yrs., so they had a ¢ period of comrplete independence. They
had heen conquered by the Rabylonains, they were held in subjection [(rom
586 up to the time when the Bab. empire was taken over by the TPersians
in 53¢, held by them, it was taken over by the Greek in about 330a and
continued te be held under the Egyptians until c. 310, Then under the
Syriahs until c. 1890. Then they were independent again. So this is the
peribd when they were under foreign control. They became again under the
Romans but there is an interval in between.

So that now we have revealed a purpose in the boock which fits wit&
before all this stress on being true to God, and how God can protect, héﬁ
he has blessed these who have stood true in the days of Nebuchadnezzar. \
lHere we have a tremendous crisis aliead.

now here wer+h have this little horn here, and we have the litile
horn in ch, 7. We have two little horns, and they must be the same, musp't-
they? If you have two different automobiles and they both have a horn thég
nmust be the same, seme horn, musn't they even if they are two different \
cars? Well, it is perfectly obvious here that this one comes cut of thc
third ¢ kingdom and fhe one there comes out of the fourth kihgdom. That's
perfectly obvious, and it seems to me thatlzhissensible to say, There is
a perédiction in ch. 7 of something that is yet future. liere is a pre-
diction of something that was way in the future at the time of Daniel, but
is way back to us today. 5o there are two entirely different things. Well,
they are both represented as yorns, yes. PBut he uses horns to represent many
tiings.both of them are little horns, but certainly out of the .thousands
of horns there can be many that are little. They both are enermies of God.
Well, there have been millions of enerics of Cod and hundreds of great men

who have spoken greatly against Cod. Voltaire, 20C yrs. ago, he declarpd

that the fact that a great mind like Sir Isaac Newton would think that{the
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event and another is very different, so I question the use of "type"” in
that sense. But even if you used ''type" in that sense, you see, something
happened. Abraham left his home and went out into a lanc way off, and
similarly the Pilgrim Fathers left Lngland and came way across the sea
to s try to have a new home away from the idolatrous influences they left,
Does that mean Abrakam is a type of the Pilgrim Fathers? I think Abrgham
is an illustration, But to carry it still further and say that God predicts
something is going to happern and this thing lle predicts is going to happen
is a type of something else that is going to happen later on. To me that
is carrying it to an ultimate extreme of absurdity. Yet the amazing thing
is that practically every conservative commentary I have seen anywhere
that speaks about Damniel, practically every one that does not fake the
Antiochus
critical view, uses this pkrase - it looks forward to the+samtiehirse 200
years after Daniel, but the Antiochus is a type of the antichrist. Say
there are similarities. They are both represented by he figure of little
horns. Both are kings. Both do bad things. Both attack God. There are
similarities, but to call one the type of §§g§§er to me that is in-
troducing absurdity into the word type, and absurdity into the inter-
pretation of Daniel. But now when you look at the description herg-w
you find in vs. 21, A vile perscn will stand up to whom they willfnot
give the honor of the kingdow, but he will come in peaceably and obtain
the Kingdom by flattery. The fact of the matter is that A.E._thlthe: |
second son of Antiochus III. The oddest son, Selaucus IV had been iing,
and had been killed. Antiochus had been taken to Rome and had'been_fgr
10 yrs. or more a hostage in Rome. "hen his brother became king he Q&s
no longer a good hostage, so they madet the brother give hinm his ﬁ Jiﬁest
son aaé as a hostage, his son Demetrius. And Anticchus was 1iﬁerafeﬁ tnd
he went to Athens. There he became an Athenian citizen and he was_ef']

elected chief magistrate of Athens. I'm not sure that tells maust muq.”in

his favor because I think at that time the election was largely a ma iar

Y

N

-5/4/74 Daniel Course Lecture 12 page 14
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