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ISAIAH Lecture #1 9T8_80 ; page 8
They were very familiar with the general subject of exile and knﬂw
from this statement it would be to Babylon.

There are many Christians whd know a gfeat'deal about the
wonderful Messianic predlctlons that we find in 40-53. But there
are a great many who know so little about the predictions of -
deliverance from the exile that that they might even question that
therc are such. So I want to take a few minute$ to look at somw
I have listed on the list I gave you.

Some verses that involve'Babylonian exile. They do not say
they are going to Babylon ta exile. They. say they are going to bhe
delivered from Babylonian exile. Lobdk at ¢h. 42. We noticed it
begins with a wonderful prediction of Christ. But look at v. 24:
"yho handed Jacob over to the . . . and Israel to the plunderers?
Was it not the Lord yet whom we have sinned against?" Of course
that could apply te any kind of suffering for Israel. But it
very definitely implles the exile.

The next one I listed there was ch. 43:5 —-="Do not be
afraid « «+ « for I will bring .your, children from the east and
gather you from the west." That might be taken as a prémise
that the Word of God will.go out to the east and to the west,
and the message of salvatio will be tarried all over the world.
But you notice it's alos possible to-take it as, meaning they
are going to be brought back from the exile no matter how far
they may:be taken away. So.you might. perhaps give this passage
(if it was in the assignment for next time) a 3 on both. It
could fit either one, of the two. p

The next verse listed in 43:14,,"This is what the Lord
says . . For your sakes I will send to Babylon and will bring
down its fugltlves all the Babylonians in the. ships in which
they took pride." Here is surely a positive prediction of
deliverance from Babylon. Babylon is mentioned.. . ..God is
going to send for them. So this I would think would have a 5,
or at least a 4 1/2 on the scale...

The next is ch. 44. Here's a tremendous passage. 44:28-45:1
T e Lord is speaking of himself as one who ‘is making this '
marvelous: prediction of. the. future. It looks forward to the time
when Jerusalem will have been destroyed. "Who says unto Cyrus,’
He is my shepherd who will accomplish. all .that I please. He
will say of Jerusalem, Let it be rebuilt and of the temple, Let
its foundations be_ laid. .This..is What the Lord says to His
Anointed to Cyrus, whose rlght hand I take hold of to subdue
nations before him and to strip kings of their armies . . ..

Cyrus was the great Persian conqueror who conquered,
Babylon. He gave the Jews freedomto return to their homeland. °
This is described in the book of Ezra very fully. Cyrus's
decree that they can go back is given twicé thére. The book of
Daniel tells about it. Here -is.Isaiah.150 years in advange,
specifically mentioning Cyrus twice by name. Those who donf't
believe Isaiah wrote the last-part of ity one of their big
arguments is How could Isaiah know the name of Cyrus? Of course

ne couldn't but God could reveal it to him. A marvellous evidence -
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v il .

Queétion: Do vou wahtfthe numberfof“each'éide of each_yerse?

Answer: Yes,. yb might as well you might as. ‘well. If.it is
clear " “oner or the othar : just put a zerm._. -

: That will be all today. I'll try ‘to stop st ¥botit 10
of to glve time to change classes.
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ISAIAH Lecture # 3 9-22-80 page 6

==the nations are terrified as they see the great conquest of
Cyrus and as they see these conquests, God says to the idols
that the people of all these nations are looking to for pro-
tection, he says, Who has stirred up one from the east call=-
ing him in righteousness to his service (he hands nations over
to him). Do any of you idols zaXx claim to have done this? Can
any of you false gods claim to have done this?

He says, I predicted this 150 yrs. ahead. Even gave his
name, as in ch. 44. I am the one who is behind Cyrus who .is
giving him this honor. I'm using him for my purposes. But here
is the situation, v.4--Who is he that has done this za¥¥imzgx
and carried it through, calling generations from the beginning.
I the Lord with the first and with the Last. I am he."

Then he describes what the nations do as they see Cyrus
coming. Verse 5, The nations have seen it and fear; the earth
trembles. They approach and come forward each helps the other.

He says to his bpbother be strong." Here are the nations seeing
Cyrus moving with his seemingly invincible army conquering

nation after nation. The nations are filled with terror and say
What shall we do? What do in the fact of this terrible onslaught?

"The islands see it and fear and each of them says to his
brother, Be strong. The craftsman encourages the goldsmith and
he who smooths with the hammer spurs on him Who strikes with the
amvil. He says the welding is good; he nails down the idols so
that they won't topple.”

In the face of this terrible danger they are looking to the
making of new idols as a means of protection. They are looking
to their heathen gods as a means of deliverance. They are filled
with terror and this is the way they are doing it.

But he says(v.8) Israel is different. You should not be
terrirfied at Cyrus. God predicted 150 years ahead about Cyrus
and he predicted that he would bring Cyrus as His means to deliver
you from exile. Read the vv. at the end of ch. 44 where he
specificalyy says that Cyrus will cause the temple to be rebuilt
and cause the exiles to be allowed to return. God is raising up
Cyrus for God's purposes.

So(v.8) You O Israel my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, you
descendant of Abraham my friend.(You wouldn't tell Abraham's
descendants not to be frightened because Abraham was conquering
the king! It's quite obvious he's not talking about Abraham. He
is talking to descendants of Abraham and telling them not to fear
when they see this great conqueror coming and destroying.) Don't
you be afraid, he says, because you are my servant O Israel.

It is a 2 true statement that God raised Israel up not as His
pet but as His pattern. He raised Israel up to do His purpose. He
raised them up to accomplish something in the world. So he calls
Israel, my servant. He says, Israel-- you see this is one of the
verses in the references where in the as$ignment for next time--

O Israel my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen. Very definitely the
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The answer given was, If you march out and attack Cyrus
a great empire will be destroyed. So Croesus thought how
wonderful that the great empire of Cyrus would be destroyed!
Sohe marched out and attacked him. The battle was held and
Croesus was completely defeated and taken prisoner and a
great empire was destroyed, but it was the empire of Croesus!
not of Cyrus!

Most alleged predictions of the future are like that, that
are outside the Biblée. They are predictions that would be true
no matter what happened. It's good to examine the Scriptural
predictions of the future with that in mind. They may not tell
us what will happend, but are they telling that if it had
happened different from what it did we would not say they were
fulfilled. So there is much in Greek history, about this great
empire of Lydia which was most of Asia Minor. Cyrus conquered
that first, then he came southward and attacked Babylon.

The people of Babylon and all those regions were terrified
as they saw Cyrus coming north of them, coming up and conquering
and then coming back. After he conquered Babylon he led his
armies east again. He was almost to India when he was killed
in battle. Hé&és sons carried it on even conquering the northern
part of India which they held for the next 200 years. It was
by far the greatest empire the world had seen up to that time.

Question: Is it known why Cyrus wkerx went on his
conquering campaign in the first place?

Why? Well, why did Hitler? Why did Napoleon? I think this
is worth nothing: Cyrus was king of a small group known as the
Persians in an area generally controlled by a much larger
group called the Medes. It could be considered as part of the
Medes or related to the Medes. Cyrus declared his independence
of the Median overlords. Then he succeeded in overcoming them
and getting control of all they had. Having gotten started with
this great conquest there was the impulse to go on and conquer
more and more. Eventually he conquered Lydia, then Babylon,
then east quite a distance and his son Cambyses carried on
and conquered northern India and then went and conquered Egypt.

That sort of thing when you get it started it seems to go
on and on. Hitler started by attacking Poland. Thenhe attacked
Russia. Then he attacked France. Once he got going it would have
gone on forever if someone had not stopped him.

Question: Verse 29, the last phrase. Is that a reference

o the idols(?) the idolaters(?) ( indistinct ) Is
t a reference to the idols or to the idolaters?

t
i

This is a reference to idols. The idols of these people,
these nations which he is critisiging, some of the Israelites
may have attempted to follow (their idols). All these nations

were following them. He says the images of their idols(indistinct)
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ISAIAH Lecture # 5 Oct. 6, 1980 page 12

You've seen what's happened, what I've predicted. Now
new things are happening.

I think we'll have to stop there for today. Thé
assignment I think is posted for next time. As I sgy, it
sounds big, but if you use & concordance it really is a
rather small assignment.

Please everybody get it in by Friday noon.

http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Syllabi/80lsaLect/README.htm
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Isaiah Lecture # 12 Oec. 1, 1980 page 6

exile. God is comforting them and saying I'm going to bring you
back but saying the reason you went into exile was on account of
your sin. There is hardly a rebuke, direct rebuke in this whole
section. Just occasionally for 2 or 3 vv., and then he immediately
returns to blessing. The whole section is a section of comfort,

and in that regard it is different from that of almost any other
part of Isaiah or of the prophetic books in general which have

the great emphasis on rebuke for sin.

Here sin is brought in incidentally to remind the suffering
people of the reason they are suffering--it is on account of
thelr sin, rather than as a directk rebuke for sin. It is nearly
all comfort. They are sure Godhas not rejected his people. As Paul
said: Has God cast off his people whom he foreknew? Assuredly not!
He has not cast off His people. But the kmxm turning to the Gentile
is, I believe, specifically predicted in vv. 1-3(as following
Isa. 53).

Then we go on with the great blessing to Israel following the
exile. Of course continuing on because he said that he would never
forsake them, though the mountains be shaken and the hills be
removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my
covenant of peace be removed, says the Lord, who has compassion
on you."

The clock is moving rather fas . I wish we could take a
ouple more hours on this point, but I think we'll have to move
right along unless there is something I don't make clear.I wish
we could take a couple of hours discussing. Yes?

QQuestion: The last part of v.9. How are we to understand
that when it says, "so now I have sworn not to be angry with
you, never to rebuke you agimin." How does that fit?

I think there certainly is a hyperbole. I don't think we
can escape that. There is an hyperbole. But he is saying that
his mercy is going to be everlasting and he has a continuing
blessing for the ones who seemed to be a widow, seemed to be for-
saken, but now he is bringing her back and hg has permanent
lasting blessings for her. I think we have to take it that way.

Verses 11-12 are still speaking of Israel, but they do refer
to all the followers of God. We speak of the Gentiles, then we
speak of Israel, and here we are referring to all the followers
of God. "O afflicted city, lashed by storms and not comforted, I
will build you with stones of turquoise, your foundations with
sapphires. I will make . . . all your walls of precious stones."
Those vv. I believe express the blessing that is perhaps in the
first instance referring to Israel, but that all believers
certainly have a right to take to themselves. That God has a
blessed purpose in the 1life of all those who are truly his.

We can I believe take that thought in it, but not exclusively
But then from vv.13-17, the rest of it is clearly spekking I
believe of all believers, of all the followers of the Lord, whether
Jew or Gentile. He started with referring to the Gentiles, then

went on to speak of Israel, now he's speaking of the whole body
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