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- four vv. that we can say are prophecy. These 4 vv, of prophecy are
more or less isolated as least as far as they cdecal with events that
have cccurred up to this time. They have very little parallel with

the cther parts of Daniel,

Ch.2 begains with a reference to the2 kock of Jeremian. He says
"In the first year of Darius, son of Xerxes . . « I Daniel understood
from the Scrinture oilven to Jeremlah thes prophet thit the desolation
of Jerusalem was to last 70 yzars." There are two passages.in Jer.
that speak of 70 years. These vassages do not speak specifically of
the desolation of Jerusalem. They speak rather of the power of the
Babylonian kling over the ne:fon, They 3ay that for still -another
70 yrs. this powar will continue, and then it will come to an end.
Those prophecies were given about & in 605 B.C, In 53¢ B,C., about
64 yrs. later--56 I guess-- Cyrus put an end to the Babylonaan kgdm,
Then it took a vear or two h=2fnre thes pzople got back Lo Jerusalem,
When this happened Daniel said, Jeremiah's prophecy is reaching the
end of its time. Did ne say, That's wonderful; God has promised this
-=the time has come for Jerusalem to be rebuilt. Let us rejoice and
be gladl

He turned to the Lord in prayes of petition. He fasted in sack-
cloth and ashes, He confeszed the great sin of the nation. He prayed
for the Lord te hear his prayer and to return his favor to Jerusalem
and to Israel. After his wonderrtul prayar confessing his sins and
praying that Gecd wilil net delay, that God will speedily give themhis
blessing again, it must have been a d terrible disappointment to
Daniei to get the message he aot,

- Because he said, While I was speaking and prayinc and confessing
my sins and the sin of my people, CGabriel came to me, He said, An
anwer was given as soon as you began to pray. A word was given -~ the
same word we have later or., It istranslated, an answer, a prophecy,

a word, etc. In v.25 1t is translated decreaq in NIV, It may be a
decree, but it is more freguently used for a prophetic word, a rre-
diction, somethinglike that. A word was given. He says, Seventy semens
are decreed for your reople and your hely city, to finish teansgessios,
to make an end of sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlast
ing righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the
Most Holy. Those are all rather vague. All but one, are vague. There
have been many interpretaticns suggested as to the meaning of those
statements of purpese.

He ceontinues with tellling about the coming of misery, suifering,
desolation., He ends with saying one who causes desolation will place
abomination on the winaof the temcle until the end that 1s decreed
s poured out on him, So we havs a statement to Bgnlel nct your prayer
is granted. Panlel 1s beloved of Ged. D nigl desesrved Lo receive God's
favor but his orayer for his peoplas i3 simply given a picture of what
follows. A sort of summary nicturs which intrcduces scme tilngs not
mentioned anywhere else in the boock. This makes it difficult and it
is rather vague. The firs:t v, of it (which I just read) 1s particu-
larly vague, There was an article written by a vary fine and godly
evangelizal scholar just »=2fore his death a few years ago, in which
he tried to show now everyone of these purposes was fulflilled com=-
pletely in the earthly ministry of Christ, For instances when it says

he will put an end to sin, finish transgression, --that is Jesus going
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